
Station Area Advisory Group (SAAG)  

MEETING #4
Monday, May 23, 2018 | 6-9pm



Meeting Agenda 

I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Review of SAAG Meeting #3 Summary Notes

III. Early Design Thinking for the Diridon Station Area

IV. “TED” Talks

V. Public Comment

VI. Next Steps and Meeting Schedule



SAAG Group Agreements 

• Recognize that one person speaks at a time and all others are active listeners

• Allow everyone the opportunity to speak and share their ideas 

• Build and maintain safe space – we will not tolerate attacks on individuals, 

institutions or perspectives 

• Put yourself in each others shoes - respect each other, seek to understand 

diverse viewpoints and ask questions for clarification 

• Be open minded and allow your perspective to evolve based on the other’s ideas 

and opinions 

• Represent the diverse community - not all community members are represented 

at the table



SAAG Group Agreements 

• No “got you” moments – keep interactions positive and encouraging

• Accept that conflicting opinions and disagreements are natural and to be 

expected

• Work to find common ground and solutions where everyone can win – the best 

outcomes will incorporate a range of perspectives 

• Recognize the intent is to move toward solutions or desired outcomes 

• Work together to think big about the project and create an innovative and 

forward-thinking project

• Have fun and make new friends 



II. Review of SAAG #3
Summary Notes



SAAG #3 Meeting Takeaways

BART Extension

• Expected opening of Phase II in 2026

Caltrain

• Electrification of Caltrain which will lead to more frequent service and less pollution

High Speed Rail

• Presentation on plans for HSR through San Jose; San Jose will have the most transit 

connections

Station-Design

• Summary of case studies from European cities; maximize pedestrian and bicycle access; 

build destination (jobs) around transit stations



SAAG #3 Meeting Takeaways

TED Talks

• Shiloh Ballard - Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition

• Jean Cohen - Building and Trades Council

• Reginald Swilley - Minority Business Consortium

• Kathy Sutherland - Delmas Park

• Bill Souders - San Jose Downtown Residents Association



SAAG #3 Meeting Takeaways

Opportunities

• Bike share/scooter share

• Parks/open space as network and connections

• Daylight Los Gatos Creek

• Expand training pipelines

• Linkages with alternative transportation options – Uber, Lyft, scooter-share

• Diridon as a “wheel” with station at the center and physical connections to the Region

Critical Issues and Challenges

• Strategic contracting decisions

• Distribution of benefits

• “Giving away the bank”

• Google interconnected with Downtown/City

• Ped/Bike networks

• [Physical] barriers to an integrated area

• How built environment drives culture



III.  Early Design Thinking
for the Diridon Station Area





























































IV. “TED” Talks



“TED” Talks

• 4-minute timed presentations; discussion after each group

Group 1 Edward Saum Shasta / Hanchett Park Neighborhood Association

Teresa Alvarado SPUR

Nicole Brown Lofts on the Alameda

Jonathan Martinez Georgetown HOA

Group 2 Nadia Aziz Law Foundation of Silicon Valley

Jon Pedigo PACT

Harvey Darnell North Willow Glen Neighborhood Association

Maria Noel Fernandez Silicon Valley Rising

Group 3 Kevin Christman Gardner Neighborhood Association

Matt Vander Sluis Greenbelt Alliance 

Leslye Corsiglia SV@Home

Sarah McDermott South Bay Labor Council



“TED” Talks – Group 1

Edward Saum Shasta / Hanchett Park Neighborhood Association

Teresa Alvarado SPUR

Nicole Brown Lofts on the Alameda

Jonathan Martinez Georgetown HOA



Edward Saum
Shasta / Hanchett Park Neighborhood Association



Historic Preservation Resources

Edward Saum, Shasta / Hanchett Park Neighborhood Association



Why is Historic Preservation Important?

A development that is truly part of its context, rather than just 
placed within it, must acknowledge the community’s unique 

architectural and cultural heritage 

In previous developments, Google has emphasized its commitment 
to quality and innovation in workplace design and sustainability

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) includes historical 
resources (buildings, structures, or archaeological resources) as part 
of the environment, making them subject to review as part of any 

proposal’s environmental impact analysis



Applicable Historic Guidelines

National Register of Historic Places: https://www.nps.gov/nr/

California Register of Historic Places: http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21238

City of San Jose:
• Historic Districts / Conservation Areas:

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=2174
• City Landmarks:http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/35476
• Historic Resources Inventory: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=2172
• Heritage Trees: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=3435

https://www.nps.gov/nr/
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21238
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=2174
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/35476
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=2172
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=3435


Unprotected Cultural Resources:



San Jose Water Company 



Additional Sources of Information:

Preservation Action Council (PAC*SJ): https://www.preservation.org/

The Great 408: https://www.great408.org/#great

Mid-Century Context Statement: 
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/669

City of San Jose Approved Historic Survey Strategy: 
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/73267

https://www.preservation.org/
https://www.great408.org/#great
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/669
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/73267


Teresa Alvarado
SPUR



Organization established in 
1910 as San Francisco Housing 
Association.

Achieve our mission through 
policy research, education and 
advocacy. 

7 urban policy focus areas 
covered in our Agenda for 
Change.

San Jose office in 2012.

Oakland office in 2015.

Spur.org



Goals

Improve the Development Process
○ Support General Plan 
implementation and Urban 
Village planning

Make San Jose More Livable and 
Attractive

○ Cultivate a better quality of 
life and sense of place

Build Long-Term Sustainability
○ Support a shift to walking, 
cycling and transit

52 specific recommendations to 
achieve these goals.



Six Big Ideas

1. Welcome all kinds of uses into 
downtown-but hold out for 
jobs near regional transit.

2. Make sure that what gets built 
adheres to key urban design 
principles.

3. Promote a larger area of 
“Central San Jose” with 
downtown as its core.

4. Make it easier to get to and 
through downtown without a 
car.

5. Retrofit downtown to be more 
pedestrian-oriented.

6. Build on downtown’s strengths 
as the cultural and creative 
center of the South Bay.

25 specific recommendations to 
achieve.



Education & engagement

Spur.org/events



Leading civic voice in the transformation of San Jose’s central 
station



Guadalupe River Park

GRP@spur.org



The Place Where the Poor Once Thrived
San Jose, in the heart of Silicon Valley, used to be the best place in the 
country for kids to experience a Horatio Alger, rags-to-riches life. Is it still?

Alana Semuels
The Atlantic
Feb. 24, 2016



Nicole Brown
Lofts on the Alameda

















Jonathan Martinez
Georgetown HOA

























“TED” Talks – Group 2

Nadia Aziz Law Foundation of Silicon Valley

Jon Pedigo PACT

Harvey Darnell North Willow Glen Neighborhood Association

Maria Noel Fernandez Silicon Valley Rising



Nadia Aziz
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley













Jon Pedigo
PACT











VIDEO BEGINS

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=y
outu.be&v=03665kkwk0w

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=03665kkwk0w




Harvey Darnell
North Willow Glen Neighborhood Association



















Maria Noel Fernandez
Silicon Valley Rising



SILICON VALLEY RISING @SVRISING

Empow ering w orkers in 

the tech-driven economy

Maria  Noel Fernandez

Campaign Director, Silicon Valley Rising

If Google wants to build a 

mega-campus in San Jose, it 

must be a good neighbor.







“TED” Talks – Group 3

Kevin Christman Gardner Neighborhood Association

Matt Vander Sluis Greenbelt Alliance 

Leslye Corsiglia SV@Home

Sarah McDermott South Bay Labor Council



Kevin Christman
Gardner Neighborhood Association











































Matt Vander Sluis
Greenbelt Alliance 

































Leslye Corsiglia
SV@Home





















Sarah McDermott
South Bay Labor Council























“TED” Talks

Discussion



V. PUBLIC COMMENT



VI. Next Steps and 
Meeting Schedule



PHASE 1
Issues + Opportunities

PHASE 2
Preliminary Concepts

PHASE 3
Proposed Concept

Citywide Meetings #1 - #4

Launch Project Website Community Surveys

Citywide Community Forum Community Open House

Orientation City Planning 

Context

Walking tours of Station Area Pop-up Workshops Comprehensive Report

Vision and

Opportunities

#2#1 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 #9

Transit & 

TED Talks

Transit/JobsHousingLU/ParksGoogle & 

TED Talks

Draft Potential 

Solutions

Final Potential 

Solutions

Pop-up Workshops

Stakeholder MeetingSolution Group Meetings on Key Topics





SAAG Meeting Schedule

Meeting Topic Date

SAAG 
Meeting #5

Solution Group Updates:
• Land Use and Urban Design

• Parks, Public Space, Sustainability, and Neighborhood Quality of 
Life

(results of Solutions Group and discussion of recommendations)

June 27th

SAAG 
Meeting #6

Solution Group Updates:
• Housing, Displacement, and Gentrification

(results of Solutions Group and discussion of recommendations)

July 9th



SAAG Meeting Schedule

Meeting Topic Date

SAAG 
Meeting #7

Solution Group Updates:
• Transportation, Access, and Traffic 

• Jobs, Education, and Economic Development 

(results of Solutions Group and discussion of recommendations)

August 13th

SAAG 
Meeting #8

Review Draft Potential Solutions August 29th

SAAG 
Meeting #9

Finalize Draft Potential Solutions by topic; review of engagement 
strategy; next steps

(Mid Sept) 
TBD



Walking Tours

• Who: Open to the public; hosted by Bill Ekern

• What: A walking tour of the Diridon Station Area

• When: Two dates in May

 Walking Tour #1: Saturday, May 19, 10-11am

o Walking Tour #2: Wednesday, May 30, 6-7pm

• Where: Meet in front of Diridon Station



Solution Groups

Solution Group Meeting Dates/Times

Land Use and Design
Meeting #1: Tuesday, May 15, 6-8pm
Meeting #2: Thursday, June 7, 6-8pm

Parks, Public Space, Sustainability, and 
Neighborhood Quality of Life

Meeting #1: Wednesday, May 16, 6-8pm
Meeting #2: Monday, June 4, 7-9pm

Housing, Displacement, and Gentrification
Meeting #1: Thursday, May 17, 6-8pm
Meeting #2: Monday, June 11, 6-8pm

Transportation, Access, and Traffic
Meeting #1: Tuesday, May 22, 6-8pm
Meeting #2: Wednesday, June 6, 6-8pm

Jobs, Education, and Economic Development
Meeting #1: Thursday, May 24, 6-8pm
Meeting #2: Wednesday, June 20, 6-8pm

All meetings will be held at City Hall; rooms TBA



Written Public Comments

• Written Comments: Public or SAAG members may provide written comments 

that will be distributed to SAAG members.

o Those received will be included in the packet prior to meetings

o Send comments to: 

Lori Parks Severino

City of San Jose Office of Economic Development

200 E. Santa Clara St., 17th Floor, San Jose, CA 95113

lori.severino@sanjoseca.gov

• Public Comment at Each Meeting: Public comment will be provided at each 

meeting after the presentation and discussion of the SAAG.

mailto:Lori.severino@sanjoseca.gov


Meeting Schedule

• Next SAAG Meeting:  Wednesday, June 27, 2018 @ 6pm

• Upcoming Solution Group Meetings, Walking Tours and 
Pop-Up Workshops 

• Stay Tuned: www.diridonsj.org

http://www.diridonsj.org/

